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The fossil record of giant flightless 
birds extends back to the Late Creta-
ceous, more than 70 million years ago, 
but our understanding of these extinct 
birds is still incomplete. This is partly be-
cause the number of specimens available 
is sometimes limited, but also because 
widely different approaches have been 
used to study them, with sometimes 
contradictory results. This book sum-
marizes the current knowledge of the 
paleobiology of seven groups of giant 
flightless birds: Dinornithiformes, Aepy-
ornithiformes, Dromornithidae, Phorusrha-
cidae, Brontornithidae, Gastornithidae and 
Gargantuavis. The first chapter presents 
the global diversity of these birds and 
reviews the tools and methods used to 
study their paleobiology. Chapters 2 to 
8 are each dedicated to one of the seven 
groups of extinct birds. Finally, a con-
clusion offers a global synthesis of the 
information presented in the book in an 
attempt to define a common evolution-
ary model. This valuable book focuses 
on the giant flightless birds that evolved 
independently in different parts of the 
world since the Cretaceous period. Also, 

it covers a number of different families 
with different evolutionary histories, 
providing a source of interesting com-
parisons and provides emphasis on the 
palaeobiology of these birds, including 
their evolution, adaptations, mode of 
life, ecology and reasons for their extinc-
tion. The book contains 281 pages with 
7 tables and 89 figures and will realize 
the exceptional value of this contribu-
tion to life sciences, particularly in evo-
lution of flightless birds which have only 
a few species that survived. The book is 
intended for students, professional re-
searchers, and teachers in biology, or-
nithology and veterinary sciences. The 
book is also readable for all persons that 
are interested in paleobiology of birds.
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